
 

      As a former coach,  I know the challenges that come from balancing  

   the yearly budget while providing the necessary equipment for  athletes.  

   Updating  and maintaining uniforms is always one of  the  bigger 

   challenges because funds need to be raised in order to make a big  

   purchase. This added task needed time, and usually included selling  

   something as a fundraiser.  
 

      The Helmet, Uniform, and Equipment (H.U.E) fund was established to  

   help relieve the burden of purchasing uniforms for our athletic coaches, 

   and a rotating schedule now addresses the uniform needs of one or 

two sports per year. In the past, the  H.U.E. Fund has replenished its balance though the various 

fundraising sales or events. This past year, pizza sales, fan gear sales and 50/50 raffles have 

helped raise around $7,000 towards the purchase of new uniforms. As you may imagine, athletic 

uniforms are not cheap, so our goal is to raise $9000 each year.  
 

   A new opportunity has presented itself in which money can be raised for our H.U.E. account 

that does not require selling anything; instead, we’ll be volunteering only time. Over this summer, 

we will be helping out at 19 Nodak Speedway events that will require nine volunteers each night. 

All Bishop Ryan athletic programs have been assigned two or three nights each in which work-

ers will be asked to work  ticket sales, gate admission and security, and souvenir sales. By work-

ing these 19 days, 80% of our desired annual uniform budget would be raised.  
 

   A Signup Genius link has been set up showing the available dates and shifts; you can see 

what’s available and sign up by visiting bishopryan.com/nodaknights. The more volunteers, the 

easier this fundraiser will be. I thank you for your continued support of our athletics teams. 
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upcoming events 

The MANE Event: 
Springfest in the Den 

6pm in the BR Gymnasium 
 

Little Lions Preschool 
Spring Programs 

times vary 

BR Family Night Out: 
Buffalo Wings & Rings 

5pm-9pm 

Elementary Spring Program 
7pm in the BR Gymnasium 

Spring High School and Middle 
School Bands & Choirs Concert 

7pm at Ann Nicole Nelson Hall 

2018 Baccalaureate 
5:30pm at St. Therese, 

Church of the Little Flower 
 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 
 

Elementary Step-Up Ceremony 
11:45am, BR Gymnasium 

 

2018 BRCS Graduation 
6:00pm, BR Gymnasium 

ND State Track & Field 
Bismarck 

ND State Class B Boys Golf 
Mapleton 

ND State Class B Baseball 
Jamestown 

 
ND State Class B Fastpitch 

Jamestown 

BRCS School Board Meeting 
5:15pm 

LION TIMES 
A  MONTHLY  BISHOP  RYAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  FAMILY  NEWSLETTER 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Middle School/High School Office: 
Mrs. Brintnell, Secretary 

Mr. Lee, Principal 

(701) 852-4004, option 1 

Elementary/Preschool Office: 
Mrs. Passa, Secretary 
Mrs. Steckler, Principal 

(701) 839-5882, option 2 

 

Check out the details at: 

bishopryan.com/summercamps 

SUMMER 

camps 



Neiman and Dorothy Behm Memorial Scholarship: Morgan Rodgers and Boden Erck 
Bosch Family Fund Scholarship: Madison Wentz 
Ed Brunner Memorial Scholarship: Wesley Harvey 
Ed and Fern Brunner Memorial Scholarship: Ian Shafer 
Mike and Bonnie Brunner Scholarship: Riley Brunner 
Henry and Eileen Busch Memorial Scholarship: Jaxon Feller and Joseph Todd 
Catholic Daughters of America Scholarship: Sophia Cartier and Addison Kiggins 
Christen Family Scholarship: Hannah Schaefer 
Eric Clausen Memorial Scholarship: Kate Massey 
Coughlin Family Scholarship: Ashley Arbegast, Savanah Brintnell, Heili Burgardt, Bridget Finley, Kennedy Hawk, Maddie Hedberg,  
 Nora Kramer, Sylvie Kramer, Zoe Langford, Sidney Lovelace, Abbie McKay, Morgan Rodgers, and Nicholas Sanders 
Andrew Crockett Memorial Scholarship: Ashley Arbegast, Brandon Arbegast, Denver Buck, Grace Candrian, Kersey Harris, Sloane Hawk,  
 Bram Johannsen, Gannon Ledoux, Gattlin Ledoux, Payton McCurry, Abbie McKay, Cheyenne Meunier, Emma Passa, Lance Pitner,  
 Lane Pitner, Sealy Rovig, Cole Scheig, Daniel Todd, Maya Wald and Josh Will 
Edgar and Irene Deschamp Memorial Scholarship: Tyson Primm and Matthew Todd 
Agnes and Reinhard Eckert Memorial Scholarship: Cody Luck and Sophia Montonye 
Gertrude Ehr Memorial Scholarship for Music: Kennedy Hawk 
Terri Feist Memorial Scholarship: Brekken Johannes and Nicholas Sanders 
Tom and Grace Fisher Scholarship: Hailey Buck, Brady Feller, Ian Johnson, HayLee Ritzke, Slestia Walkup, Madelyn Zaback  
Richard & Verna Harmon Heritage Scholarship: Gwynnie Johnson 
Kem Hennessy Memorial Scholarship: Wesley Harvey 
Trish Hoeven Memorial Scholarship: Caina Dauphinais, Joey Johnson, Emily Merck, Coy Okeson, and Rylan Scheig  
Bertha Holbach Memorial Scholarship: Brett McKay 
Frank and Ruth Holbach Family Scholarship: Annyka Anderson, Emily Luck, Penelope Morales, and Ordean Johnson  
Dr. William Hurly Memorial Scholarship: Kennedy Scheig 
Clayton and Colleen Johnson Scholarship: Sienna Ronning 
Lisa Jundt Music Scholarship: Madison Brintnell 
Gloria Knudson Memorial Scholarship: Ayda Erickson 
Herman and Marion Koll Memorial Grant: Keegan Henjum 
Daryl and Lorry Kramer Scholarship: Nora Kramer and Sylvie Kramer 
Bert Leidholt Memorial Scholarship: Tatum Leidholt 
Jon Lo Memorial Scholarship: Kennedy Plessas and Chinelo Udekwe 
Glen Lovelace Memorial Scholarship: Peter Beaudoin, Sidney Lovelace, James Mays, and Justin Smith  
Colleen McMahon McCollum Memorial Scholarship: Brynn Lawson 
Tony and Ann Nitsch Memorial Scholarship: AnnaLise Hoglund 
Mildred Olson Reid Memorial Scholarship: Kacie Klein 
Our Lady of Grace Altar Society Scholarship: Brett Finley, Casey Larson and Chinaza Udekwe 
Leona Rubbelke Memorial Scholarship: Eva Hernandez, Cambrie Johannes, Jett Lundeen, Lily Palumbo and Adelynn Selk  
James and Anne Ryan Memorial Scholarship: Antonia Humes, Kaitlyn Plessas and Jeron Schmidt 
Father Henry Schneider Scholarship: Briar Pitner 
Samuel and Gertrude Shea Memorial Scholarship: Arwen Lavallie, Emily Plessas and Jackson Bell 
Walt Skowronek Memorial Grant: Maddie Hedberg 
Agnes Slater Memorial Scholarship: Isaac Keller and Izabella Mocko 
Paul and Margaret Streifel Family Memorial: Ella Brandt, Emma Brandt and Jacob Brandt 
Ambrose Wald Memorial Scholarship: Maya Wald 
James and Magdalene Walsh Memorial Scholarship: Christopher Willson 
Father Chris Walter Heritage Scholarship: Caden Dauphinais 
Brent Weston Memorial Scholarship: Berkley Lundeen and Sabryn Ronning 
Paul and Kay Wherley Memorial Scholarship: Riley Brunner, Hannah Lawson, Casey McMahon, Sealy Rovig, and Tyanna Weeks 
Johnathan “Mox” Yeager Memorial Scholarship: William Willson 
 

R Award Winners for Distinguished Contributions to Bishop Ryan: Anne Gregory, Bryan & Cindy Kramer, and JoAnn Schapp 
 

April Students of the Month: Daniel Todd, Casey McMahon and Alexander Burckhard 
 

Art Awards: North Dakota Juried Art Show-Traveling Exhibit: Braelyn Deeter, Jaxon Feller, Bridget Finley, Berkley Lundeen, 
  Payton Luzardo, and Abbie McKay 
 North Dakota Juried Art Show-Governor’s Office: Brett McKay 
 North Dakota Juried Art Show-Senator’s Office: Bridget Finley 
 North Dakota Juried Art Show-Representative’s Office: Christopher McMahon 
 

National Honor Society Inductees: Maleah Abel, Lauren Alexander, Heili Burgardt, Kennedy Hawk, Maddie Hedberg, Keegan Henjum, 
Taylor Hrichena, Kacie Klein, Nora Kramer, Zoe Langford, Casey Larson, Logan Merck, Lane Pitner, Hailey Steckler and William Willson 



 

Parents, 
 

   As the end of another school year draws near, it is time to find out how the story 
ends and return all library books. Please help your children look around for library 
books that may be hiding under beds, in bookshelves, or wedged into the cushions 
of your couch. I will be sending notes home next week regarding fines for 
unreturned books. 
 

   Main Street Books and the Minot Public Library both have great summer 
reading programs that we urge you to take advantage of throughout the summer.  

       Thank you,  
       Mrs. Johnson 
       Bishop Ryan Librarian 

Trinity Sports medicine will be at Bishop Ryan on Thursday, May 17th, 
conducting sports physicals that will qualify for the 2018-2019 school year. 

This opportunity is open to students in grades 6-11, and the cost is $20.  
 

There is a form that needs to be completed prior to the physical, 
and you can download and print that form at: 

bishopryan.com/physical 

   If you read through the listing of Bishop Ryan scholarships, you would come across the Reinhard and Agnes Eckert Memorial 
Scholarship. The Eckerts were charter members of both the St. Therese and St. John’s parishes, and even though they didn’t have 
children of their own, they were strong supporters of Catholic education. 
 

   Agnes and Reinhard were married in Foxholm, and they made their home on a farm ten miles northwest of Minot where they 
farmed and had a dairy operation until 1976. Agnes established their scholarship after Reinhard passed away in 1996, and sadly, 
Agnes passed away this last November at the age of 103. 
 

   Upon her passing, Agnes honored our school and their scholarship with a gift of $300,000. With her bequest, she mentioned that 
one of her favorite parts of the spring was receiving the thank yous from the students who were awarded the Eckert Scholarship. 
Thanks to the generosity of this kind couple, Bishop Ryan will be able to award about $15,000 more in scholarships to students, 
beginning with the 2019-2020 scholarship awards. 
 

   If you have a student who was awarded one of our many Bishop Ryan scholarships, please help us in reminding them to turn in 
their thank yous when they are due. It may seem like such a small act of kindness, but the power of “Thank You” is tremendous. 

All Lion Moms and Dads are invited to join us for breakfast 
on special days coming up in May: 

 

Muffins with Mom: Friday, May 11th 
 

Donuts with Dad: Friday, May 18th 



Deus providebit. God Will Provide. 
by Fr. Jadyn Nelson 

   We frequently use the words of Abraham from the book of Genesis to describe our confident trust that God has a plan to 
provide for our needs before we can see exactly what that plan looks like. We trust that if we are obedient to God’s call and 
faithful to our mission, God will provide us with what we need. 
 

   As we look forward to the next academic year, we are in the process of ensuring we are properly staffed to carry out our 
educational mission. We are excited about the team that we have for next year, including very promising new faculty. In the 
same vein, some teachers are moving on, and we are grateful for all their good work in the service of God and His children. 
 

   This year, three veteran teachers are among those who we’ll be celebrating as they move on to a new chapter. Mrs. Diane 
Zander will be retiring from the English department. Mrs. Anne Gregory will be taking her love of music to a new home in 
Kentucky. Mrs. JoAnn Schapp will not be retiring or relocating; rather, she is making a difficult, but necessary choice to take an 
opportunity that will better her financial future and the prospect of retiring in a decade. Mrs. Schapp is in a position in which she 
understands that the work we have done and will do in the near future to increase the salary, benefits, and retirement for our 
teachers is just a “little too late” for her. In her words: 
 Dear Parents and Students, 
    It is with heavy heart that I announce that I am not returning to Bishop Ryan next year. I have accepted a position 
 with Nedrose School as their middle school science teacher with the option of teaching a high school STEM course. 
    I have loved my 23 years as being part of the Bishop Ryan family. It is extremely hard to leave my students whom 
 I so love, but as my husband has told me, “You’re not a spring chicken anymore,” so I do need to be looking at the  
 retirement benefits that the public schools offer. The upcoming years are going to be an adventure. Thank you for 
 sharing your children with me! 
          God bless, 
          Mrs. Schapp 
 

   In gratitude for the good work of teachers like Mrs. Schapp, Mrs. Zander, and Mrs. Gregory, as well as all the teachers 
continuing to serve in our school, let’s work and pray to make our forthcoming strategic plan a huge success! We should have 
great confidence in this endeavor because we know that God will provide. 
 
 

Along with Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. Schapp, and Mrs. Zander, the following teachers will be leaving Bishop Ryan 
at the end of the current school year. We’re grateful for their time with us and wish them the best on their next adventure. 

Mrs. Marisa Brooks, Elementary Physical Education Mrs. Kristi Feist, Preschool 
Mrs. Amanda Messner, Physical Education Mrs. Adele Reimann-Grosz, Spanish Mrs. Dorothy White, Counseling 

 
We are excited to welcome the following teachers who will be joining our faculty this fall: 

Miss Baily Barnes, English Mrs. Kim Lach, Preschool  Mr. Brock Nagel, Elementary Physical Education 

Thank you... 
Dear Bishop Ryan Parents, 
 

   Just a short note to say thank you to everyone who took the time to donate baked goods and fruit to both of the 
Andrew Crockett Memorial Basketball Tournaments held in early April. These donations help out tremendously with 
funding the scholarships that are given out in Andrew’s name.  
 

   Again, Carla and I would like to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all the support we have gotten 
from the Bishop Ryan families.  
         Thank you and God Bless. 
         Bob & Carla Crockett 
 

Editor’s note: With the 20 scholarships awarded this year, 191 Andrew Crockett Memorial Scholarships 
will have been awarded to Bishop Ryan students for the life of the fund. 

Along with an additional $10,000 given for flood relief, over $105,000 has been awarded from the fund. 



Our first annual MANE Event: Springfest in the Den is coming up this Saturday, and because it's the first annual, 
there have been lots of questions about what to expect for the evening… 

 

What’s included with your ticket? 
First, Elevation will be catering, and Springfesters will enjoy all-you-can-eat apps, including wings, meatballs, chips and salsa, 

bread and spinach dip, and a cold antipasto featuring salmon, veggies and fruit. 
On top of that, Springfesters will be able to choose from a selection of beer, wine, soda or water. (This is a 21-and-over event.) 

 

What should I wear? 
This is a non-formal event, so jeans (and shorts, if we get to 80) are totally okay. 

 

What can we expect? 
The real goal of the evening is to put together a bunch of Lion family and friends in a comfortable setting 
to enjoy visiting and each other's company. There will be some good tunes playing underneath the roar, 

and we'll also sneak in a few fun auctions and raffles. Here's how those are shaping up: 
 

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 
*A Napa Valley Backroads & Railways trip for two, including a trip on the Wine Train, a chauffeur, 

three nights at the Meritage Resort and Spa and roundtrip airfare from Minot 
*An Ultimate Pro Sports Fan Getaway with lower-level tickets to the winner's choice of a select regular season event, 

(MLB, NBA, NFL, NHL or PGA, with some restrictions) a two-night weekend stay and roundtrip airfare from Minot 
*An Evening at Lake Audubon for up to six people, including dinner prepared by Fr. Nelson and an evening lake cruise 

*A Backyard Party with Fr. David Richter at the St. John's Rectory, featuring hors d'oeuvres, a gourmet steak and veggies 
main course, homemade gelato for dessert, refreshments, Victor RIchter family memories 
and a special guest appearance by Minot's legendary record-holding right-handed pitcher 
*A Man Cave Package featuring a $2500 shopping spree from I. Keating Furniture World 

*A Hunter’s Dream Package featuring an outfitted 2002 Chevy Suburban 
 

RAFFLES AND GAMES 
Throughout the evening, we'll hold a few raffles or games where the prize will be 

a framed Lion mural, an air rifle, a $500 BR scholarship, or a Lion-ized Cornhole set or Adirondack Chairs and Table set. 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
Our small silent auction section includes goodies like a Carson Wentz-autographed full-size NDSU helmet; 

a framed and autographed picture of the gold medal USA Olympic Women's Hockey Team; a full-size NFL Legends helmet, 
autographed by 19 NFL Hall of Fame coaches and players; a Michael Vetter Photo package; a round of golf for four 

at Encanterra Country Club in San Tan Valley, Arizona; a mom's spa day package at Sone Spa; a youth bowhunting package, 
a framed Nellie Edwards print, and more to be announced! 

 

We'd love to have you join us for this fun event! Tickets are available in the BR Administration office. 
(The event is limited to 400 Springfesters.) 



Coach Rodgers reports that the Lions 
have been showing improvement 

and posting personal bests as the season continues. 
Coming up: The Shiloh Invite in Bismarck on May 5th. 

Season Record: 11-1 
Next game: A double-header with Velva on May 3rd. 

Season Record: 12-0 
On Deck: Stanley at South Hill Complex on May 4th. 

Next: The  course at Minot Air Force Base on May 4th. 
 

 

Our Lion Science Olympiad teams competed at the state contest in Fargo in April; 
congratulations to these top-8 placers! 

 

Division B 
 3rd place, Optics: Kacie Klein and Casey McMahon 
 4th place, Towers: Kacie Klein and Casey McMahon 
 5th place,  Hovercraft: Randy Jundt and Logan Wentz 
 6th place, Anatomy and Physiology: Chuka Osuala and Christopher Willson 
 6th place, Crime Busters: Kacie Klein and Payton Luzardo 
 8th place, Battery Buggy: Randy Jundt and Logan Wentz 
 

Division C 
 1st place, Remote Sensing: Riley Brunner and Hannah Lawson 
 5th place, Anatomy & Physiology: Zoe Langford and William Willson 
 5th place, Disease Detectives: Megan Bartsch and Hannah Lawson 
 6th place, Optics: Riley Brunner and Anthony Jundt 
 8th place, Microbe Mission: Lauren Alexander and Gabrielle Weyrauch 

Ready to Hit the Links? 
The 28th Annual Bishop Ryan Catholic School Foundation Mixed Golf Scramble will be held Monday, June 25th, 

at the Vardon Golf Club. Four-person teams will hit the course with a 1:00pm shotgun start. 
You can find more information and a tournament registration form at: 

bishopryan.com/golfscramble 

Congratulations to Anthony Vetter on being selected to the 2018 Lions Basketball All-Star Team, 
and to Chris Sowitch on being named to the 2018 North Dakota Shrine Bowl roster! 



Just in case you weren’t able to attend the Partner with Parents event 
about using 529 College Save Plans to pay for K-12 tuition on April 19th, 

this informational flyer sums up the information that was shared. 



Dress Code Notes for Next Year! 
The new school year will bring a few changes to the Bishop Ryan K-12 Dress Code that we want to make families aware of: 
1) Uniform pants can be purchased anywhere, provided they follow our style and color rules. 
 -Approved colors are black or tan khaki. (Olive- and mustard-hued khakis are not allowed.) 
 -The approved style is “Dockers” style, and both plain front and pleated front styles are allowed. 
 -The backside pockets must be slit-style pockets; “outer” pockets are not allowed. 
 -Pants must be hemmed to an appropriate length. 
 -The following styles and accessories are not permitted: “jean” style (denim), “cargo” style, corduroy, knit, rivets, fringe 
 -Pants must be a modest fit (not form-fitting) and skin and undergarments are not allowed to show, front or back. 
 -Pants, along with all articles of dress code clothing, must be in good condition and free of holes. 
2) Further clarification regarding shorts and skirts: 
 -Even coming from our school dress code suppliers, skirts, skorts, scooters, jumpers and shorts will fit differently on  
   different bodies. The following guidelines are to be observed: 
  For shorts: The bottom hem of the shorts should extend past the lowest fingertip when a student stands tall  
  with their hands at the sides. Shorts that are shorter than the lowest fingertip are not within dress code. 
  For skirts and the like: The hem must fall within two inches of the top of the knee. If, through reasonable  
  judgement, a skirt appears and measures shorter than the two-inch guideline, the student will be deemed 
  out of dress code.  
 -While pants may be purchased anywhere, shorts and skirts must be purchased through the school stores at 
   French Toast or Lands’ End. 
3) Shorts will be allowed at the discretion of administration, and that timeline will be communicated to families. 
4) Mass shirts are limited to white; yellow will no longer be included in our dress code. 
5) Girls will be allowed to wear makeup that complements a natural look and does not draw undue attention. 
6) Girls are allowed to wear earrings in the lower earlobe only. Other piercings are not allowed. 
7) Physical education class attire for Grades 6-12: 
 -If students in grades 6-12 choose to wear shorts for physical education classes, they must wear the designated 
   mesh shorts available for purchase at Bishop Ryan or Niess Impressions. 
 -Students are allowed to wear sweat pants for physical education classes, provided they are modest 
   and in good condition. Spandex and other form-fitting leggings are not allowed. 
 -All sweatshirts and t-shirts worn in physical education class must be in good condition and appropriate for school. 
8) Hooded sweatshirts purchased from the school store: 
 -Hooded sweatshirts are no longer sold in the school store, but students who have them can continue to wear them 
   as long as they are in good condition and meet the following: 
  a) the silkscreen on the front cannot look worn or cracked 
  b) the neckline must not be cut 

   For many years, the school’s coat of arms was a black-and-white crest that only made an 
appearance on the front of the annual graduation program. After a history of the image was 
passed along by a former BR teacher, the crest was researched, redesigned and restored to 
a full-color version that will start to make more appearances related to the academic life at 
Bishop Ryan. 
 

   At it’s heart, our school crest is a play on the crest of our namesake, Bishop Vincent J. 
Ryan, the second bishop for the Diocese of Bismarck. All the colors and symbols have a 
significant meaning, and at the bottom, we’ve adopted Bishop Ryan’s personal motto 
“Super Omnia Caritas,” meaning “Above all things , charity.” 
 

   Starting with the Class of 2018, the crest will be part of an added ceremony during the 
Senior Baccalaureate banquet. In celebrating our grads, each will be presented a pin bearing 
the crest by a member of the Bishop Ryan Alumni association. The pin will signify the shared 
tradition and hopeful future of all Bishop Ryan graduates. 
 

Fast fact: Bishop Vincent J. Ryan was known as the “Building Bishop”, 
and he was a staunch supporter of the merits and culture of Catholic education. 



The countdown is on... 
Kudos to Keaton: 
Instead of getting 
presents for his 
birthday, 
he collected gifts 
for next year’s 
Santa Shop. 
Thank you, Keaton! 
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Scenes from Honors Mass 


